
[image: image1.png]TRANSPARENCY
INTERNATIONAL

Transparency International Ireland



[image: image2.jpg]sTgnithelpst iy

Corruption. We all pay.




POLITICAL PARTY NAME: __The Green Party/Comhaontas Glas______      AND/OR       CANDIDATE NAME:__________________________________________________  

 (This questionnaire can be completed by candidates or a political party on behalf of candidates. Please indicate above) 


CONSTITUENCY: ________________________________________________      CONTACT DETAILS:  Phone ________________________    Email__________________________________

	
1. PROTECTING WHISTLEBLOWERS


	
Yes/No
	Comments

	1.1 Should all employees/contracted staff/members of local authorities have full legal protection for reporting concerns* in good faith?
	
	The Green Party believes there is a need for strong whistleblowing provisions in all relevant  areas at local and national level to ensure legal protection for those reporting concerns in good faith.

	1.2 Do you believe whistleblowers should be able to report concerns* to their employers, the authorities, and where all other avenues have been exhausted to third parties?


	
	See above

	1.3 How should whistleblowing be promoted within local authorities?

*Such concerns would relate to health and safety risks, corruption, fraud, waste, mismanagement, neglect, negligence 
	Please Comment
	See above


	
2. TRANSPARENCY IN POLITICS and GOVERNMENT
	Yes/No
	Comments

	
2.1 Should all registers of interests for members of local authorities be published on local authority websites?
	Yes
	

	2.2 Should the threshold for disclosing political donations to candidates and political parties be reduced, remain unchanged or be increased? 

	Please Comment
	For the purposes of transparency, the thresholds should be reduced.  Both the Taoiseach and the Minister for the Environment have said that this will happen, and John Gormley will be implementing this commitment as part of the process of establishing an independent Electoral Commission.

	
2.3 Should elected politicians be able to accept more or less in gifts and non-commercial loans without disclosing them?
	Please Comment
	As above

	
2.4 Should political parties publish detailed annual accounts and be available to the general public?
	
	At a minimum we believe that political parties should make their accounts available for inspection by the Standards in Public Office Commission.  We believe this measure will be implemented by John Gormley in setting up the Electoral Commission.

	
2.5 Should political campaigners and lobbyists have to reveal sources of income in a “register of lobbyists”?
	
	We believe there should be regulation of lobbyists, and the Programme for Government contains a commitment to consider legislation in this area.  A report on the matter has been carried out by Trinity College Dublin and Dublin City University on behalf of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  At an EU level proposals for regulation of lobbyists are at an advanced stage and our MEP candidates have pledged to support them.


	3. CORRUPTION CONTROL


	
Yes/No
	
Comments

	3.1 Are you supportive of naming a date by which local authorities / your local authority (please answer as relevant) will publish their fraud and anti-corruption contingency plans?

	Yes
	We believe that this would be a positive step by local authorities and our councillors would promote the adoption of such plans by their councils.

	3.2 Should these plans be posted and easily accessible on local authority websites? 


	Yes
	

	
3.3 How else can local authority fraud and anti-corruption plans be  promoted/implemented?

	
Please comment
	See below

	3.4 How do you/your party propose to ensure that corruption no longer poses a risk to Ireland’s planning system?

	
Please comment
	John Gormley is introducing planning legislation which will dramatically increase transparency in the planning system.  This is the first major reform of the planning system since the re-zoning scandals which led to the Mahon Tribunal.  The legislation will improve public participation in the preparation of development plans, require Councils to produce solid evidence for rezoning proposals, and limit the scope for speculative rezoning which does not serve the public interest.
Green Party Councillors have been to the fore over many years in exposing and challenging corrupt practices in the planning system, and strong Green representation on local authorities will ensure good practice in this area.


            Go raibh maith agat! Thank you for taking part!
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�Questionnaire for Political Parties and Candidates


Survey to assess anti corruption commitments of political parties and candidates for the Local Government Elections 2009


The purpose of this survey is to share Irish political parties’ and candidates’ views on how best corruption can be prevented and trust built in local government. There are twelve questions in total covering three separate areas: 1) the protection of whistleblowers; 2) transparency in politics and government; 3) corruption control. All responses will be published on Transparency International Ireland’s website on 3 June 2009. Responses to the questionnaire should be returned to Transparency International Ireland by 30 May 2009. Please contact TI Ireland at � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@transparency.ie" �info@transparency.ie� for further information.












